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The gospel enables us to welcome diversity in nonessential convictions because we belong to the same Lord.

1. Define Diversity
Faith as the Foundation
a. Read Romans 14:1 and Romans 12:2. How should God's Word shape the way we develop and apply our convictions?

b. Where are you most tempted to assume that your understanding of a nonessential issue is the only faithful one?

Welcome, Don't Merely Tolerate
c. Read Romans 14:1-3. What is the difference between merely tolerating someone and truly welcoming them as family?

d. Is there someone whose convictions differ from yours that you have struggled to genuinely welcome? What would that look
like?
2. Focus Diversity
Honor the Lord
a. Read Romans 14:5-6 and 1 Corinthians 10:31. What does it look like to make honoring the Lord the motivation behind our

convictions?

b. What questions should you ask yourself when deciding whether a personal conviction or choice truly honors Christ?

Fully Convinced
c. Read Romans 14:5. Why does Paul call us to be fully convinced rather than simply adopting someone else's convictions?

d. Where might you need to study Scripture more carefully before forming or defending a strong conviction?

3. Remind Diversity
The Lord Is the Master
a. Read Romans 14:4. Why is it wrong for us to pass ultimate judgment on another believer?

b. How does remembering that another believer belongs to Christ change the way you respond to their different convictions?

We Belong to the Lord
c. Read Romans 14:7-8. How should knowing that we belong to the Lord shape the way we view our lives and circumstances?

d. When disagreements become emotionally charged, how could remembering "we are the Lord's" change your response?

4, Center Diversity
Christ at the Center

a. Read Romans 14:9-11 and Philippians 2:9-11. Why must Christ remain at the center of our unity despite our differences?

b. What preference, tradition, identity, or conviction are you most tempted to make central in your relationships with others?

Give an Account to God
c. Read Romans 14:10-12. How should knowing that we will give an account to God affect the way we judge and respond to others?

d. Where do you need to focus more on faithfully following Christ and less on evaluating whether others are following Him

correctly?
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