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UN I T  1 1   |   S E S S I ON  2

DAVID SHOWED MERCY 
1  S AMUEL  24 

Unit 11 • Session 2

CHRIST CONNECTION: Saul wanted to hurt David, but David showed mercy to Saul. We all 
deserve to die for our sin, but God shows us mercy when we trust in Jesus, who died for our 
sin and rose again.

BIG PICTURE QUESTION: Is anything greater than God? No, God is greater than everything.  

KEY PASSAGE: Jeremiah 10:6  

STORY POINT: David showed kindness to Saul. 
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WELCOME

LEADER LEADER Bible Study
In 1 Samuel 24, we see the tension between Saul and David come to a head, 

as David turns down an opportunity to rid himself of King Saul once and for 
all. We see David’s heart for the Lord as he chose to pursue obedience over 
safety. David’s mercy in this story gives us a glimpse of Christ’s incredible 
mercy toward sinners who place their faith in His name. 

Why did David spare Saul’s life? How do we see an even greater pardon for 
sin in the lives of Christ followers? 

Back in chapter 18, Saul had grown jealous of David’s popularity after 
his many victories in battle. By chapter 24, Saul had attempted to kill David 
multiple times and refused to give up the fight. In fact, he brought 3,000 
men on a mission to search for David in the wilderness of En-gedi. David 
soon found himself in a cave with his own men, who tempted him to kill the 
vengeful King Saul. 

Yet, David knew what the Lord called him to do (1 Samuel 24:6). He 
extended honor to Saul, though he did not deser(e such mercy. David even 
swore to never harm his king, an oath that would continue to be tested as 
Saul would go back on his word to preser(e the life of his young successor. 

David trusted God to deliver him from Saul and refused to take matters 
into his own hands, believing God’s word would come to pass and that David 
would become king in God’s perfect timing. David’s willingness to grant 
mercy came from his trust in God’s perfect justice and righteousness (v. 15). 
Rather than seeking vengeance, David extended mercy, recognizing God 
alone would enact judgment on Saul’s sin. 

In an even greater act of mercy, Christ died for sinners. He prayed for 
forgiveness for those who nailed Him to the cross, and He took the judgment 
for our sin. The mercy of God is available to all who place their faith in Jesus 
Christ (Ephesians 2:4-5). Lead boys and girls to see the immeasurable gift of 
Christ’s mercy, that they, too, might experience forgiveness of sins and new 
life in Christ Jesus. 
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LOVE

Snack and talk
  F hand sanitizer (optional)
  F Bible Story Picture Poster
  F Big Picture Question Poster

Cut Saul’s robe  
  F long piece of paper 

LIVE

Make a cave craft 
  F “David in the Cave” printable
  F white paper cups, 1 per child 
  F brown and gray crayons or washable 
markers   

Explore a cave  
  F large blankets or sheets
  F flashlights (optional)
  F books about caves (optional)

Try on robes and crowns
  F plastic or paper crowns
  F bath towels
  F clothes pins or large binder clips
  F nonbreakable mirror (optional)    

Transition
  F coloring page, 1 per child
  F “You Are Great (Jeremiah 10:6)” song
  F Big Picture Cards for Families

GATHER GATHER Supplies
Keep a regular supply of the following items available at all times: Bibles, Allergy Alert, 
construction paper, copy paper, washable markers, crayons, blunt-tipped scissors, glue sticks, 
glue, tape, blocks, baby dolls, play dough, world map, snacks, paper cups, napkins.

WELCOME

Welcome
  F “You Are Great (Jeremiah 10:6)” song 

Activity Page
  F “Circle the Correct Corner” Activity 
Page, 1 per child

Match Fabric Pieces 
  F various strips of fabric such as felt, 
velvet, cotton, suede, leather, and so 
forth, 2 strips of each 

Transition
  F countdown video (optional)

 LEARN 

Learn about the Bible
  F bookmark
  F Giant Timeline or Small Group Timeline 

Tell the Bible story
  F Bible Story Picture Poster
  F “David Showed Mercy” video (optional)
  F storytelling tips props (optional) 

Review the Bible story
  F Bible Story Picture Poster
  F sticky notes

Practice the key passage
  F Key Passage Marker
  F Key Passage Poster
  F “You Are Great (Jeremiah 10:6)” song

Learn the Big Picture Question
  F Big Picture Question Poster

Missions moment
  F “Portrait of a Neighborhood” 
missions video



Transition from WELCOME to LEARN
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WELCOME WELCOME Preschoolers
Post an Allergy Alert, if needed. Set out supplies to engage preschoolers as they arrive. 
Play music as you welcome preschoolers. Greet children by name at eye level. Follow your 
church’s security procedures.

ACTIVITY PAGE
Lead preschoolers to complete “Circle the Correct Corner” on the Activity Page.

SAY   You found the corner of Saul’s robe that David cut off! W!ich piece of fabric is your 
favorite? Today, we will hear a story about David and King Saul. Saul wanted to hurt David, so 
David hid from him. David had the chance to hurt Saul, but D!vid sho()d kindn)ss ,o S!u. 
instead. Let’s see what happens in our story! 

SESSION STARTER
Use one or both of the following options to engage curiosity about today’s Bible story. 

PLAY “SAUL’S COMING”  

Encourage the preschoolers to walk around the room freely. Shout “Saul’s coming!” Instruct 
the preschoolers to find hiding spots around the room to hide from Saul, li)e David did. Say 
“Saul’s gone,” and lead children to begin walking around the room again. Repeat the game for 
as long as time and interest allow.   

SAY   You found great hiding spots around the classroom when you heard Saul was coming. 
Today, we will learn why David was hiding from King Saul and what David did when Saul did not 
know David was hiding in a cave. 

MATCH FABRIC PIECES 

Before the session, cut various fabric pieces into two separate strips. Provide the 
preschoolers with different types of fabric to feel. Encourage preschoolers to take turns 
feeling the fabrics and pass them around to each other. Challenge preschoolers to work 
together to find the matching pairs of fabric pieces.    

SAY   We felt many different types of fabric. W!ich one do you think Saul’s robe felt and 
looked like? [Allow responses.] Today, we will hear a Bible story about Saul’s robe. A robe is like 
a long jacket. D!vid sho()d kindn)ss ,o S!u. by cutting off a piece of his robe instead of 
hurting him.  

TRANSITION TO LEARN
Gain preschoolers’ attention by showing the countdown video, turning the lights off and on, 
or clapping a simple rhythm for children to copy. Invite preschoolers to whisper and tip-toe 
as they transition to Learn.

WELCOME
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THE  S TORY  O F  THE  GOSPE L

LEARN LEARN the Bible Story

INTRODUCE THE BIBLE STORY
Ask the preschoolers if they have ever wanted a toy that did not belong to them, or if they 
have ever been angry because someone had something they wanted.       

SAY   To want something someone else has is what it means to be jealous. Saul was jealous of 
David because David was a brave leader. Saul wanted to hurt David, so David had to hide from him. 
Today in our story, we will learn what happened while David was hiding from Saul.  

LEARN ABOUT THE BIBLE
Place a bookmark at 1 Samuel 24 in your Bible. Invite a preschooler to open it. Reverently 
display the open Bible. 

SAY   Today we will be reading a story from the Bible. T!e Bible is God’s Word. Our story today is 
found in the Old Testament in the book of 1 Samuel.  

Point to the Bible story picture on the Giant Timeline or Small Group Timeline. Remind 
children that all the stories in the Bible fit together to tell an even bigger story. The Bible tells 
us the big story of how God rescues sinners through His Son, Jesus.

TELL THE BIBLE STORY
Tell the following Bible story using the provided storytelling tips or show the video. Use the 
bold version of the Bible story for younger preschoolers.

DAVID SHOWED MERCY  
! David led the Israelite army as a brave leader, but King Saul was jealous of him. Saul 

wanted to hurt David because he did not want David to become king instead of him. 

One day, whi!e Saul was looking for David, Saul went into a cave. But David and his friends 
were hiding in that same cave! Saul didn’t see them. 

David’s friends whispered, “God said He would give Saul to you! Here’s your chance to "ght him!” 
David snuck up behind Saul and cut o/ a piece of his robe while Saul wasn’t looking. 

Afterward, David felt bad for what he did. He told his friends, “I shouldn’t have done that to 
someone chosen by God to be king.” The soldiers with David wanted to "ght Saul, but David said no. 

When Saul left the cave, David went out too. He called out to Saul, “My king!” Then he bowed 
down. David said, “I do not want to hurt you. See? I could have fought you in the cave, but I cut a 
corner of your robe instead.” 

Saul cried. He said, “You are better than me. You did not hurt me even though I wanted to 
hurt you. Now I know you will be the next king of Israel.” 

Then Saul and David both went to their homes.  

LEARN



LEARN
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THE  S TORY  O F  THE  GOSPE L

CHRIST CONNECTION 

SAY   Saul wanted to hurt David, but David showed mercy to Saul. We all deserve 
to die for our sin, but God shows us mercy when we trust in Jesus, who died for our 
sin and rose again.   

REVIEW THE BIBLE STORY
Completely cover the Bible Story Picture Poster with sticky notes. Invite one 
child at a time to recall something from the Bible story, and then remove a 
sticky note. Repeat the process until all the sticky notes have been removed. 

SAY   David had to hide from Saul, because Saul wanted to hurt him. W!ere 
did David hide? (a cave) W!en Saul went into that cave, he did not know David 
was there. David could have fought Saul, but what did David do instead? (D!vid 
sho()d kindn)ss ,o S!u..) Just like David, God showed us kindness and mercy 
by sending Jesus to die for our sins and rise again. W!en we trust in Jesus, He 
forgives our sins.  

PRACTICE THE KEY PASSAGE
Place the Key Passage Marker at Jeremiah 10:6. Invite a child to open your 
Bible to the key passage. Read the key passage aloud. Repeat the key passage 
several times. Begin by saying the verse loudly and get quieter each time you 
say it. Repeat until you are whispering, li)e David and his friends in the cave. 

SAY   David could have fought Saul, but he chose to show mercy. Even though his 
friends wanted him to fight, D!vid sho()d kindn)ss ,o S!u.. David knew God is 
greater than anything. Even though David hid from Saul, David knew God is greater 
than Saul, and God would keep him safe.  

Sing the key passage song, “You Are Great (Jeremiah 10:6).” You may also 
choose to sing a worship song of your choice.

STORYTELLING TIPS
Wear a robe: Put on a 
robe before you tell the 
Bible story.  

Sit in a cave: Dim the 
lights in the room, and 
pretend you are sitting 
in a dark cave. Use a 
flashlight and a quiet 
voice to tell the story 
as if you were hiding in 
a cave.  



Transition from LEARN to LOVE

THE  S TORY  O F  THE  GOSPE L
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LEARN THE BIG PICTURE QUESTION AND ANSWER 

SAY   Our big picture question asks, Is anything greater than God? No, God is greater than 
everything. In today’s Bible story, David trusted that God is greater than everything. David could 
have fought Saul to save himself, but D!vid sho()d kindn)ss ,o S!u.. Just like David showed 
kindness and mercy to Saul, God showed mercy to us by making the way for our sins to be forgiven 
through Jesus.  

MISSIONS MOMENT
Explain to preschoolers how the Atlanta Ministry Center provides ser(ices to help meet the 
basic needs of the people. They offer classes to teach the people English, give them job 
training, do after-school tutoring, and help them with medical care. Show the “Portrait of a 
Neighborhood” missions video.  

SAY   T!e small city of Clarkston, Georgia, is known as “the most diverse square mile” in America. 
More than half of the people living in Clarkston were born in another country. Over 50 countries 
and 100 people groups are represented in the area. T!ere are 60 different languages spoken in 
this city.  

Pray for the Atlanta Ministry Center as they help the people in Clarkston have the resources 
they need to live.  

LEARN



THE  GOD  O F  THE  GOSPE L 

LOVE

Transition from LOVE to LIVE
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LOVE LOVE God because of what we learned

PRAY
Invite preschoolers to close their eyes and think about God as they talk with Him.

SAY   God, thank You for showing us mercy. We deserve punishment for our sin. T!ank You for 
sending Jesus and forgiving us when we trust in You. You are greater than anything, even our sin. 
We love You. Amen. 

SNACK AND TALK 
Post an Allergy Alert. Wash hands or use hand sanitizer. Ser(e a snack. Show the Bible Story 
Picture Poster as you ask the following questions. Retell parts of the Bible story as needed.

SAY   W!at was your favorite part of today’s Bible story?  

SAY   W!at did you learn about God in today’s Bible story?  

SAY   W!y did David cut off a piece of Saul’s robe?  

SAY   Is anything greater than God? No, God is greater than everything. 

CUT SAUL’S ROBE  

Tape a large piece of paper to the back of a chair. Lead a child to use safety scissors to cut 
pieces off the edge of the paper. Consider setting up multiple chairs with papers. Monitor 
children closely as they use scissors.    

SAY   David was so close to King Saul, he could cut his robe, like we cut the paper! It would have 
been so easy for David to fight Saul. But, David chose not to fight Saul. Instead, D!vid sho()d 
kindn)ss ,o S!u.. God shows us kindness and mercy by forgiving our sin when we believe and 
trust in Jesus. 
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LIVE LIVE for God out of love

Choose the activities that best fit your group, space, available resources, and time 
constraints. Set up activities in one of these ways: as a group—all at the same time, in small 
groups that rotate through each activity, or set up as centers—allowing preschoolers to 
browse and choose.

PRACTICE CUTTING  
Distribute play dough and a pair of safety scissors to each child. Encourage the preschoolers 
to roll the play dough into a log shape and cut it into pieces. Extend the activity by 
challenging children to make little play dough caves or form the letters D and S for David 
and Saul.       

SAY   Your hands are getting stronger, and you are beginning to cut well. Today in our Bible story, 
David cut a piece of Saul’s robe. David did it to show Saul that he could have fought him, but instead 
D!vid sho()d kindn)ss ,o S!u.. W!en Saul discovered what David had done, he knew that 
David should be the king of Israel, because he did the right thing. 

MAKE A CAVE CRAFT  
Before the session, print a copy of the “David in the Cave” printable and cut apart. Distribute 
a white paper cup and brown and gray crayons or washable markers to each child. Instruct 
children to color the outside of their cups. Tell preschoolers they are making a little cave. 
Give each child a David cutout, and assist them with taping the figure inside the “cave.” 
Review the Bible story as children work.     

SAY   You all made beautiful caves! Have you ever been inside a cave? [Allow responses.] 
David and his friends went into a cave to hide from King Saul. Saul went into the cave, but did not 
know David and his friends were hiding inside. David could have fought Saul, but instead D!vid 
sho()d kindn)ss ,o S!u.. God showed us kindness and mercy by sending Jesus to save us from 
our sins. 

LIVE
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EXPLORE A CAVE  
Enlist preschoolers to help you build a cave by using chairs and large blankets or sheets. 
Be sure to leave one side open, so preschoolers can be seen at all times. Encourage the 
preschoolers to enter and explore the cave you made. Consider providing flashlights and 
books about caves for children to look at while they are inside the cave.     

SAY   Did you have fun building and exploring our cave? David and his friends hid from Saul in a 
cave because Saul wanted to hurt David. D!vid sho()d kindn)ss ,o S!u. by not fighting him. 
Jesus showed us kindness and mercy by dying on a cross and coming back to life. W!en we believe 
and trust in Jesus, He forgives our sin. 

TRY ON ROBES AND CROWNS  
Set out several plastic or paper crowns. Help preschoolers dress in robes by draping a bath 
towel around their back and shoulders and securing the front pieces together with a clothes 
pin or large binder clip. Encourage preschoolers to try on the crowns and robes. Provide a 
nonbreakable mirror for children to look at themselves if you desire. Review the Bible story 
as the children play.    

SAY   You look very royal in your crown and robe. David cut a corner off Saul’s robe while he was 
hiding in a cave. David could have chosen to hurt Saul, but D!vid sho()d kindn)ss ,o S!u. 
instead. We all deserve to be punished for our sin, but God shows us kindness and mercy when we 
trust in Jesus, who died for our sin and rose again. 

TRANSITION
Invite preschoolers to complete their coloring pages. Consider leading preschoolers to sing 
the key passage song or involving them in a simple game to practice the key passage or big 
picture question. If parents are picking up children at this time, tell them something that 
their child enjoyed doing or did well during the session. Give parents the completed Activity 
Page. Distribute the Big Picture Cards for Families. Encourage parents to review the Bible 
story and engage with the family discussion starters during the week.

LIVE


